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WWWWelcome to Grade 1elcome to Grade 1elcome to Grade 1elcome to Grade 1    
 
Dear Parents, 

Now that your child is between the ages of 5 and 7 years old, he/she will be entering Key Stage 1. Key 
Stage 1 lasts for two years (Grades 1 and 2). 

In this booklet, you will find an outline of the topics we will be covering through the year in each subject. 

We hope this information will be useful for you to support your child at home. 

 
Individual subject areas are named below alongside the teachers responsible for planning and delivering 
that part of the curriculum. 
 
 
Subject Person responsible 
English Class teacher 
Mathematics Class teacher 
Science Class teacher 
History Class teacher 
Geography Class teacher 
ICT Specialist ICT teacher 
Music Specialist music teacher 
Art Specialist art teacher 
French as a foreign language FLE language teacher 
French as a mother tongue FLM language teacher 
English as a second language ESL language teacher 
Physical Education Class teacher or specialist instructors 
Drama Specialist drama teacher 
 
 
In mixed year groups, according to the best interests of the class, the range of work may be a composite 

programme. 

 

 
 
If you would like more information on the main subjects’ schemes of work, please go to 
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes3 
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HHHHomeworkomeworkomeworkomework    
 

Homework is an integral part of our curriculum. The nature and amount of homework vary 
according to the age and individual needs of the pupil and activity being undertaken. All Grades are 
encouraged to read for at least 20 minutes each day. The school sets four main aims for its homework 
policy: 

1. to develop the very useful habit of regular unsupervised work; 

2. to extend the amount of time available for study; 

3. to enable the children to follow further interests they have developed in school; 

4. to encourage greater parental awareness of and involvement in their child’s learning. 

Homework will only be most effective if all concerned understand the pattern and format of all 
activities. A home/school diary is given to record all work set and provide a means of communication 
between school and parents. This should be signed weekly as a record of completion. We are conscious of 
the fact that homework tasks need to be worthwhile and that at this age, children often have many outside 
interests which they and parents are keen for them to follow. We are very keen to get the right balance, 
both in the amount and the type of homework that children are given. 

• Homework: the teacher’s role 
Homework assignments are an extension or reinforcement of activities carried out during class lessons. 
Tasks are set within the student’s ability to enable them to work independently at home. 
 

• Homework: the role of parents at home 
Parents should be supportive and use the homework task as a means of positive involvement in their 
child’s learning and participation in school activities.  
If your child has been unable to do the homework, has not understood the work or spent too much time on 
it, a note of explanation should be written to the teacher involved. 
 

• If your child is absent from school due to sickness 
A parent who wishes to receive homework for his/her child must make a request to the teacher or the 
office. Parents must remember that homework is a consolidation of class activities and it is not always 
possible to set a task immediately. 
 

• If your child is absent from school for other reasons 
Any parent who insists on taking their child away for extra holidays during the term time must accept that 
no homework will be set and that their child may have to make up the work missed upon returning to 
school. 
 

• Extra homework given by the teachers 
The teachers have the right to ask a child to catch up with class work at home if he/she has noticed that 
the child has not worked sufficiently during class time. In that case, the teacher will write a note to the 
parents in the diary stating why the extra work has been given. 
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EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    
 
Aims and purposes of English 

In English our aim is to encourage children to become literate. Literacy unites the important skills of reading and 

writing. It also involves speaking and listening. Good oral work enhances pupils' understanding of language in 

both oral and written forms and of the way language can be used to communicate. It is also an important part of 

the process through which pupils read and compose texts. 

Literate primary pupils should: 

• read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding;  
• be able to orchestrate a full range of reading cues (phonic, graphic, syntactic, contextual) to 

monitor their reading and correct their own mistakes;  
• understand the sound and spelling system and use this to read and spell accurately;  
• have fluent and legible handwriting;  
• have an interest in words and their meanings and a growing vocabulary;  
• know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres in fiction and poetry, and understand 

and be familiar with some of the ways in which narratives are structured through basic literacy 
ideas of setting, character and plot;  

• understand, use and be able to write a range of non-fiction texts;  
• plan, draft, revise and edit their own writing;  
• have a suitable technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their reading and 

writing;  
• be interested in books, read with enjoyment and evaluate and justify their preferences;  
• through reading and writing, develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical 

awareness.  

Each term’s work is focused on a particular range of reading and writing. Reading and writing objectives 
are closely linked throughout, using the texts pupils are reading to provide a structure for their writing. 
 
The four main areas of work covered are: 
 

• Speaking and Listening 
• Word level 
• Sentence level  
• Text level 
 

Each of these incorporates a range of different elements. 
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In Grade 1, we will work on: 

 
Speaking and 

Listening 
Word Level Sentence Level Text Level 

• Speaking 
• Listening 

and 
responding 

• Group 
discussion/ 

      Interaction   
• Drama 

• Phonological 
awareness, 
phonics and 
spelling 

• Word recognition, 
graphic 
knowledge and 
spelling 

• Vocabulary 
extension 

• Handwriting 

• Grammatical 
awareness 

• Sentence 
construction 
and 
punctuation 

Fiction and Poetry 
• Reading 

Comprehension 
• Writing 

composition 
 

Non – Fiction 
• Reading 

comprehension 
• Writing 

composition 
 

 
 
A summary of the range of text work covered in Grade 1 
 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 
Fiction and Poetry • Stories with 

familiar settings. 
• Stories and 

rhymes with 
predictable and 
repetitive 
patterns. 

• Traditional 
stories 

• Fairy stories 
• Stories and 

poems with 
familiar, 
predictable and 
patterned 
language from a 
range of cultures, 
including 
playground 
chants, action 
verses and 
rhymes. 

• Plays 

• Stories about 
fantasy worlds 

• Poems with 
patterned and 
predictable 
structures 

• A variety of 
poems on similar 
themes 

Non-Fiction • Signs, labels, 
captions, lists, 
instructions 

• Information texts, 
including non-
chronological 
reports 

• Simple 
dictionaries 

• Information texts 
including 
recounts of 
observations, 
visits, events. 
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A summary of the specific phonics and spelling work covered in Grade 1: 
 
Term 1 
Practise and reinforce work from Reception 
Discriminate, write and read middle (short vowel) sounds in simple words: ‘a’ (fat), ‘e’ (wet), 
‘i’ (pig), ‘o’ (pot), ‘u’ (mug). 
 
Term 2 
Practise and reinforce work from Grade 1 term 1 
Read and spell words ending in ck, ff, ll, ss, ng 

Discriminate, blend and spell initial consonant clusters: 
Bl, br, cl, cr, dr, dw, fl, fr, gl, gr, pl, pr, sc, scr, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, spl ,spr, squ,st, str, sw, tr, tw, thr, shr 

 and common clusters ld, nd, lk, nk, sk, lp,mp, sp, ct, ft, lt, nt, pt, st, xt, lf, nch, lth 

 

Term 3  
Practise and reinforce work from Grade 1 Term 2  
Discriminate, spell and read common spelling patterns or the long vowel phonemes: ‘ee’, ‘ai’, ‘ie’, ‘oa’, 

‘oo’: 

 
• ee: ‘ee’ (feet), ‘ea’ (seat) 

• ai: ‘ai’ (train), ‘a-e’ (name), ‘ay’ (play) 
• ie: ‘ie’ (lie), ‘i-e’ (bite), ‘igh’ (high), ‘y’ (fly) 

• oa: ‘oa’ (boat), ‘o-e’ (pole), ‘ow’ (show) 

• oo: ‘oo’ (moon), ‘u-e’ (tine), ‘ew’ (flew), ‘ue’ (blue) 
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MathematicsMathematicsMathematicsMathematics    
 

Aims and purposes of Maths 

During key stage 1, pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of mathematics through practical 

activity, exploration and discussion. They learn to count, read, write and order numbers to 100 and 

beyond. They develop a range of mental calculation skills and use these confidently in different settings. 

They learn about shape and space through practical activity which builds on their understanding of their 

immediate environment. They begin to grasp mathematical language, using it to talk about their methods 

and explain their reasoning when solving problems.   

In Grade 1 the Key Objectives are as follows: 
 

• count reliably at least 20 objects. 
• count on and back in ones from any small number and in tens from and back to 0. 
• read, write and order numbers from 0 to at least 20; understand and use the vocabulary of 

comparing and ordering numbers. 
• within the range of 0 to 30, say the number that is 1 or 10 more or less than any given number. 
• understand the operation of addition, and of subtraction (as ‘take away’ or ‘difference’), and use 

the related vocabulary. 
• know by heart all pairs of numbers with a total of 10. 
• use mental strategies to solve simple problems using counting, addition, subtraction, doubling and 

halving, explaining methods and reasoning orally. 
• compare two lengths, masses or capacities by direct comparison. 
• suggest suitable standard or uniform non-standard units and measuring equipment to estimate, 

then measure, a length, mass or capacity. 
• use everyday language to describe features of familiar 2-D and 3-D shapes. 
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ScienceScienceScienceScience    
 
Aims and purposes of Science 
 
Science teaching should offer opportunities for children to:  

• develop knowledge and understanding of important scientific ideas, processes and skills and 

relate these to everyday experiences;  

• learn about ways of thinking and of finding out about and communicating ideas;  

• explore values and attitudes through science.  

 

In Grade 1, we will select from the following units: 
 

• Ourselves 
 

Through this unit children learn about their senses and how they can use them to explore the world 
around them. They also learn that humans and other animals move and grow.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� exploring and using senses  
� observing and describing living things, and communicating what happened in their work.  

Within this unit there are opportunities for children to consider how to treat each other and other living 
things with care and sensitivity. 
 

• Growing Plants 
 

This unit introduces children to the idea of plants as living things which grow and change. Children 
should become aware of similarities and differences in plants.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� turning ideas into a form that can be tested  
� making and recording observations  
� using results to communicate what happened and to draw conclusions.  

Children also have opportunities to link their knowledge of how plants grow to their understanding of 
science and to ways in which growing plants should be treated with sensitivity. 

 
• Sorting and Using Materials 
 

Through this unit children learn about the characteristics and uses of a range of common materials and 
vocabulary for describing and comparing materials.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� thinking about what is expected to happen  
� turning ideas into a form that can be tested  
� making observations and comparisons. 
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• Light and Dark 
 

This unit develops children's understanding of the need for light in order to see things. Children learn that 
darkness is the absence of light and that in the absence of sunlight other light sources are seen more 
easily.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� making suggestions of how to investigate an idea  
� making observations and comparisons  
� explaining observations.  

Work in this unit also offers opportunities for children to relate their understanding of science to everyday 
experiences of light and darkness and to health and safety. 
 
 

• Pushes and Pulls 
 

In this unit children learn about different sorts of movement and how to describe these. They relate 
movement to pushes and pulls.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� making observations and communicating these.  
Work in this unit also offers opportunities for children to relate understanding of movement to everyday 
contexts such as road safety. 
 
 

• Sound and Hearing 
 

In this unit children develop their understanding of the huge variety of sounds and sources of sound they 
encounter. They relate sounds to their sense of hearing and are introduced to the idea that sounds travel 
away from a source.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� making, recording and presenting observations  
� drawing conclusions.  

Work in this unit also offers opportunities for children to relate understanding of sound and hearing to 
everyday experiences. 
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HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    
 

Aims and purposes of History 
 
In Key Stage 1, History is about the lives and lifestyles of familiar people in the recent past and about 

famous people and events in the more distant past, including those from British history. 

 

Children:  

• learn about familiar and famous people and about events from the recent and more distant past in 

Britain and elsewhere;  

• look for similarities and differences between life today and in the past and use common words 

associated with the passing of time;  

• talk and write about what happened and why people acted as they did;  

• find out about the past using different sources of information and representations.   

In Grade 1, we will cover the following units: 
 

• How are our toys different from those in the past? 
This unit looks at similarities and differences between toys today and toys in the past. It introduces 
children to the concepts of 'old' and 'new', and encourages them to think about the changes in their own 
lives and in those of their family or adults around them. It provides a wide range of opportunities for 
children to develop their speaking and listening skills.  
This unit is divided into 6 sections: 

� What are our toys like? 
� What were our parents' and grandparents' toys like? 
� What were other people's toys like? 
� How do we know that some toys are old? 
� What is the same and what is different about these toys? 
� How can we show visitors what we have found out? 

 
• What were homes like long ago? 

This unit looks at similarities and differences between homes today and homes in the past. Features of 
buildings, household objects and stories about home life are used to enable children to develop criteria to 
distinguish old from new, and to learn about life at a time beyond living memory.  
This unit is divided into 6 sections: 

� What sorts of homes do people live in today? 
� What can we find out from the outside of homes? 
� How were homes long ago different from homes today? 
� What would we find inside people's homes a long time ago? 
� What can we find out about Victorian or Edwardian times from looking at household objects? 
� How can we turn the 'home corner' into a bathroom, kitchen or living room from a long time ago? 
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GeographyGeographyGeographyGeography    
 
Aims and purposes of Geography 
 
Geography teaching offers opportunities to:  

• stimulate children's interest in their surroundings and in the variety of human and physical 

conditions on the Earth's surface;  

• foster children's sense of wonder at the beauty of the world around them;  

• help children to develop an informed concern about the quality of the environment and the future 

of the human habitat; and  

• thereby enhance children's sense of responsibility for the care of the Earth and its people.  

In Grade 1, we will cover the following units 
 

• Around Our School – The Local Area 
This is a 'long' unit. It uses investigative tasks to introduce children to the idea of looking at their local 
area. The local area will be studied frequently during a child's time in primary school and therefore this 
unit focuses on aspects of local features, land use and environment: 

� Where do I live? Where do other pupils live? 
� Where is the school? How do I get to school? 
� What can we see in the streets around our school? 
� What are our immediate surroundings like? 
� How do people spend their leisure time? 

 
• How can we make our local area safe? 

This is a 'short' unit. It asks children to investigate a local issue common to most schools - parking. It 
involves children in observational fieldwork, which leads to a simple decision-making exercise about 
improving the quality of their immediate environment: 

� Is our school on a busy road? 
� Is parking a problem? 
� How is parking controlled? 
� How could the area be made safer for pupils? 

 
• Where in the world is Barnaby Bear? 

This is a 'continuous' unit, designed to be developed at various points throughout the key stage. It uses a 
first-hand object - Barnaby the teddy bear - to enable children to learn about other countries and places. 
Barnaby travels with different people connected to the school as well as on school visits, creating a sense 
of personal involvement for the children. 
This unit is divided into 4 sections: 

� Where has Barnaby Bear travelled to this week or month? 
� Can we find these places on a map? 
� What will it be like when Barnaby is there? 
� How did Barnaby travel to these places? 
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ICTICTICTICT    
 
Aims and purposes of ICT 
 
In Information and Communication’s Technology our aim is to prepare pupils to participate in a rapidly 

changing world in which work and other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied and 

developing technology. 

 

Increased capability in the use of ICT promotes initiative and independent learning, with pupils being 

able to make informed judgements about where to use ICT to best effect, and to consider its implication 

for home and work both now and in the future. 

 

During Key Stage 1 pupils explore ICT and learn to use it confidently and with purpose to achieve 
specific outcomes. They start to use ICT to develop their ideas and record their creative work. They 
become familiar with hardware and software. 

 
Pupils: 

• use ICT tools to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information responsibly,      
creatively and with discrimination. 

• they learn how to employ ICT to enable rapid access to ideas and experiences from a wide range 
of people, communities and cultures. 

 

During the Key Stage, pupils will be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding 
through:  

a. working with a range of information to investigate the different ways it can be presented [for 
example, information about the Sun presented as a poem, picture or sound pattern]  

b. exploring a variety of ICT tools [for example, floor turtle, word processing software, adventure 
game]  

c. talking about the uses of ICT inside and outside school.  
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MusicMusicMusicMusic    
 
Aims and purposes of Music 

By engaging children in making and responding to music, music teaching offers opportunities for them 

to:  

• develop their understanding and appreciation of a wide range of different kinds of music, 

developing and extending their own interests and increasing their ability to make judgements of 

musical quality;  

• acquire the knowledge, skills and understanding needed to make music, for example in community 

music-making, and, where appropriate, to follow a music-related career;  

• develop skills, attitudes and attributes that can support learning in other subject areas and that 

are needed for life and work, for example listening skills, the ability to concentrate, creativity, 

intuition, aesthetic sensitivity, perseverance, self-confidence and sensitivity towards others. 

In Grade 1, we will cover the following units: 
 

• Musical elements:  
Pupils will learn to sing and play expressively, to demonstrate understanding of musical elements, 
listening to repeated patterns. 
 
• Marches and processions:  
Pupils will learn listening to the steady beat and rhythm patterns, play and sing rhythmically, sing, 
hear and talk about the music, marching beat.   
 
• Day and night:  
Pupils will learn to sing the songs confidently and expressively, to move expressively in response to 
the music, understanding of the mood of the music.  
 
• The seasons:  
Pupils will learn to play a simple accompaniment, to invent and organise sounds, to express opinions 
about music. 
 
• Dances and games:  
Pupils will learn to maintain and control steady beat, to respond through dance.   
 
• Structure and expression:  
Pupils will learn the song structure (verse and chorus), dynamics, tempo, texture. 
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ArtArtArtArt    
 
Aims and purposes of Art and Design 
 
During Key Stage 1, art and design is about developing children's creativity and imagination through 

providing art, craft and design activities that relate to children's own identity and experiences, the 

natural and made objects and materials with which they are familiar and the locality in which they live.  

 

Art offers opportunity to: 

• stimulate children's creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory 

experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world;  

• develop children's understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use 

materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings;  

• explore with children ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers, and 

help them learn about their different roles and about the functions of art, craft and design in their 

own lives and in different times and cultures;  

• help children to learn how to make thoughtful judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions 

and become actively involved in shaping environments.  

During the key stage, pupils will be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding 
through:  

• Exploring and developing ideas  
Pupils:  

a. record from first-hand observation, experience and imagination, and explore ideas  
b. ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work, and develop their ideas 

• Investigating and making art, craft and design  
Pupils:  

a. investigate the possibilities of a range of materials and processes  
b. try out tools and techniques and apply these to materials and processes, including drawing 
c. represent observations, ideas and feelings, and design and make images and artefacts.  

• Evaluating and developing work  
Pupils:  

a. review what they and others have done and say what they think and feel about it 
b. identify what they might change in their current work or develop in their future work.  

• Knowledge and understanding  
Pupils:  

a. visual and tactile elements, including colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form and 
space 

b. materials and processes used in making art, craft and design  
c. differences and similarities in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers in different times and 

cultures [for example, sculptors, photographers, architects, textile designers].  
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French as a Foreign LanguageFrench as a Foreign LanguageFrench as a Foreign LanguageFrench as a Foreign Language    
 
Aims and Purposes of a Foreign Language: 
 
Our aim in French at Grade1 is to offer children the opportunity to: 

 
• become increasingly familiar with the sounds, and written forms of vocabulary words and 

basic grammar of a modern foreign language; 
• use their knowledge with growing confidence and competence to understand what they 

hear and read, and to express themselves in speech and in writing; 
• use French as a means of communication within the classroom, and outside school; 
• increase their cultural awareness by learning about French-speaking countries and their 

peoples, and by working with materials from those countries. 
 
The FLE Department would like to develop learner’s interests, aspirations and attitudes by providing a 
breadth of experience in using the foreign language(s) in both spoken and written forms in a variety of 
situations. 
 
 
Courses are based on the 4 Attainment Targets of the National Curriculum: 
 
 � Listening    � Reading 

 � Speaking    � Writing 

  
The main text book for Grade 1 is “Lili et la petite grenouille 2” by CLE international. This is further 
supplemented by other sources which are specifically written around the National Curriculum Framework 
gathered and compiled by the subject teacher.  
 

 

In Grade 1, we will cover the following units: 
 
���� Block A:     ����  Block B:     ���� Block C: 
Hello and goodbye   Winter season     Spring/ Summer seasons 
Presenting myself    Likes & Dislikes     Weather 
Alphabet                 French Noël       Spring animals 
Numbers 0-10      Numbers 10-30      Fruits/ trees    
Going to school                        Colors       Spring vegetation 
Autumn season               Winter clothes                 Food/drinks        
Animals/vegetation               Where you live      Shopping 
Halloween                Family/ Friends                 Sea animals 
Days of the week               Months of the year     Summer holiday 
Cursive writing                        Cursive writing                       Cursive writing 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Parent Curriculum Guide                            16  Grade 1  

 

French as a Mother TongueFrench as a Mother TongueFrench as a Mother TongueFrench as a Mother Tongue    
FrancFrancFrancFrancaisaisaisais langue maternelle langue maternelle langue maternelle langue maternelle    

 
Grade 1 correspond à la grande section de Maternelle dans le système français.  
Le cycle des apprentissages fondamentaux (cycle 2) commence à l'école maternelle (grande section) et, à 
ce niveau, lui emprunte sa pédagogie. Il se poursuit dans les deux premières années de l'école élémentaire 
(cours préparatoire- CP et cours élémentaire 1ère année- CE1) à qui revient la tâche délicate de 
transformer une première initiation aux techniques de l'écrit en un apprentissage rigoureux et assuré. 

Objectifs 
Le cycle des apprentissages fondamentaux doit permettre à chaque élève d'apprendre à lire et à écrire le 

français tout en se familiarisant avec quelques aspects majeurs de la culture écrite.  
Le système anglais commençant plus tôt l’apprentissage des sons et des lettres (dès la classe de 

Reception, correspondant à la moyenne section), les élèves francophones de Grade 1 commenceront donc 

l’apprentissage des sons français et donc de la lecture plus tôt que leurs camarades scolarisés dans le 

système éducatif français.  

Programme  
• Maîtrise du langage oral 

Continuer à apprendre à parler la langue française et à la comprendre 
Leur environnement quotidien étant l’anglais, il est encore plus important que l’élève arrive à s’exprimer 
dans sa langue natale et acquiert les bonnes bases de l’expression orale. C'est en recourant donc au 
dialogue que le maître construit progressivement une meilleure compréhension ou une meilleure 
expression. 

• Lecture 
L’apprentissage de la lecture commencera par l’utilisation d’une méthode suisse : « La planète des 
Alphas ». C’est une méthode ludique et efficace, spécialement adaptée à l'imaginaire de l'enfant, et basée 
sur un conte fantastique dans lequel les héros sont des personnages qui ont la forme des lettres et une 
raison d'émettre leur son. Par exemple, monsieur o est un personnage tout rond qui adore faire des bulles 
bien rondes en poussant des oooh ! admiratifs. Ou encore, le "f" est une fusée dont le bruit du moteur fait 
fff.  
Vers la moitié du deuxième trimestre, en parallèle avec cette méthode, nous commencerons aussi une 
méthode d’apprentissage de lecture utilisée dans les écoles françaises. Il s’agit de la collection « Que 
d’histoires » de chez Magnard, qui propose un apprentissage de la lecture du CP au CE1 à travers le 
parcours d'œuvres complètes et la découverte de différents types d'écrits. 

• Ecriture 
Activités graphiques  
À l'école maternelle, l'enfant a appris à maîtriser les gestes essentiels de l'écriture. Qu'il soit droitier ou 
gaucher, il tient normalement son crayon ou son stylo sans crisper la main, il sait placer sa feuille 
sensiblement dans le prolongement de son avant-bras, il maîtrise les principaux tracés et respecte les sens 
de rotation, afin de faciliter la progressive mise en place d'une écriture cursive rapide et lisible. La 
motricité fine qu'il déploie dans l'écriture comme dans le dessin est sous-tendue par une aisance motrice 
plus générale. De nombreux enfants ne sont pas encore parvenus à cette aisance en arrivant à l'école 
élémentaire. Les activités de graphisme restent, à ce niveau aussi, un moyen efficace de développer la 
motricité nécessaire au geste graphique de tous les élèves. 
À l'école élémentaire, il doit se doter d'une écriture cursive (minuscules et majuscules) sûre et lisible. Cet 
apprentissage commencera donc en Grade 1 par l’enseignement des minuscules et se poursuivra en Grade 
2 avec les majuscules. 
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English as a Second LEnglish as a Second LEnglish as a Second LEnglish as a Second Languageanguageanguageanguage    
 
The ESL programme aims at integrating non-English speaking children step by step into a new language 
and culture so that they can communicate and work effectively in all areas of school life and give them 
full access to the school curriculum. 
 
Small groups and individual attention, a combination of withdrawal for special attention and mainstream 
support in regular classrooms, a friendly atmosphere and interaction between multi-cultural students all 
contribute to the academic growth of the child. 
 
The skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing are combined in a meaningful total experience. 
 
Listening and speaking are the initial stages of the learning process, reading and writing being the 
expression of these ideas in the more advanced stage. Oral expression is the first experience in the ESL 
classroom but the ultimate goal is to develop written English which is essential for later academic work in 
school. 
 
Basic skills are usually acquired quite quickly, the courtesies and communication necessary for use in the 
classroom. This enables us to use role play, dialogues and plays. 
 
Games, songs and poems all help the children lose their fear of speech, although for the older students 
written work is also extremely important to help them gain the confidence quickly in that area. 
 
It is necessary for the ESL teachers to meet the parents of the children in the ESL groups at an early stage 
of their time in school so as to find out about the background and expectations. 
 
There is no fixed entry or exit to the ESL programme, the main criteria being whether the child can 
function satisfactorily in the mainstream class. If the child is a complete beginner then the need is greater, 
especially for older children, and homework will be given to reinforce work done during lessons. 
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Physical EducationPhysical EducationPhysical EducationPhysical Education    
 
Aims and purposes of PE 

During key stage 1, children build on their natural enthusiasm for movement, using it to explore and 

learn about their world. They start to play and work with other children in pairs and small groups. By 

watching, listening and experimenting with movement and ideas, they develop their skills in movement 

and their coordination, and enjoy expressing and testing themselves in a variety of situations. 

 
PE offers opportunities for children to:  

• become skilful and intelligent performers;  
• acquire and develop skills, performing with increasing physical competence and confidence, in a 

range of physical activities and contexts;  
• learn how to select and apply skills, tactics and compositional ideas to suit activities that need 

different approaches and ways of thinking;  
• develop their ideas in a creative way;  
• set targets for themselves and compete against others, individually and as team members;  
• understand what it takes to persevere, succeed and acknowledge others' success;  
• respond to a variety of challenges in a range of physical contexts and environments;  
• take the initiative, lead activity and focus on improving aspects of their own performance;  
• discover their own aptitudes and preferences for different activities;  
• make informed decisions about the importance of exercise in their lives;  
• develop positive attitudes to participation in physical activity.  

In Key Stage 1, children : 

• find out what they can do as they explore a range of basic skills, actions and ideas, such as 
running, jumping and turning, throwing or kicking a ball and responding to music in dance;  

• learn to practise by repeating what they have done in ways that make it better, such as making 
movements more controlled, effective or expressive;  

• use movement imaginatively to communicate ideas and feelings;  
• watch, copy and describe what they and others have practised, to build their awareness of how to 

improve the way they move and play;  
• recognise that their bodies feel different when they run short or longer distances, move slowly or 

suddenly, and lift heavy objects or float in water;  
• learn to use space safely when they work alone and with others, showing increasing control over 

their movements.  

 

Throughout the year, children will be taught a selection of the above skills through the tennis/team sports, 
swimming and horse riding sessions. 
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DramaDramaDramaDrama    
 
In our school children are given specific drama lessons by our drama teachers but will also use techniques 
of drama in their own classrooms to explore a range of subjects. Drama is an excellent subject for 
building confidence as children learn to express themselves in different ways either individually, in pairs 
or groups. It’s a tool for exploring stories and situations in more depth as it gives children the chance to 
‘get into character’ and think more deeply about thoughts and actions. 
They will also play a range of drama games to help develop their skills in drama. 
 
In Grade 1 children will: 
 

� Explore familiar themes and characters through improvisation and role play. 
 

� Act out their own and well known stories using voices for characters. 
 

� Discuss why they like performance 
 
 
 
At the end of the year, a school play is organised within each key stage. It is an opportunity for each child 
to act out in front of a real audience and to put into practise what they have learnt throughout the year. 
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LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary    
 
The role of our school library is to give students varied positive experience of books, to help create 

confident, enthusiastic readers and to promote the skills necessary for them to become independent life-

long learners as outlined in our school philosophy. Our library is an integral part of the learning 

environment. It is used to support all areas of the curriculum by providing the resources and information 

that both the students and the teacher need. 

Our library is used to teach students how to use, handle and respect books and strives to provide students 

with positive reading experiences and support personal reading for pleasure. 

 
Library skills, information and research skills 
 
During their time in the library, students are: 

• encouraged to develop a love of books and reading 
• taught how to use the library 
• encouraged to use information skills taught in the classroom 

 
Using the library 
 
All children are automatically members of the school library and are given a library pin number. They 
have the possibility to visit the library and borrow books at least once a week. 
 
Book-borrowing possibilities 
 

• Reception   2 books 
• Grade 1   2 books 
• Grade 2   2 books 
• Grade 3   3 books 
• Grade 4   3 books 
• Grade 5   3 books 
• Grade 6   3 books 
• Grade 7   4 books 
• Grade 8   4 books 

 
All children should use a plastic button-down folder for their library books and return them in the same 
state as they were borrowed. They may borrow books for up to 2 weeks. 
 
Overdue books 
 

• If books are not returned by the date that they are due, they become overdue 
• Overdue lists are sent out regularly and are displayed in the classroom 
• If a child’s name is on the list, he/she should return the book(s) without delay 
• After a reasonable period of time, any outstanding book is regarded as “lost” and patrons are 

requested to pay replacement costs 
• A student is responsible for books in school as well as at home and “lost in school” is not an 

acceptable justification! 
• Those rules are also available for text books that some children received at the beginning of the 

year, in French language for example.  


