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WWWWelcome to elcome to elcome to elcome to GGGGrade 2rade 2rade 2rade 2    
 
Dear Parents, 

Now that your child is between the ages of 5 and 7 years old, he/she will be entering Key Stage 1. Key 
Stage 1 lasts for two years (Grades 1 and 2). 

In this booklet, you will find an outline of the topics we will be covering through the year in each subject. 

We hope this information will be useful for you to support your child at home. 

 
 
 
Individual subject areas are named below alongside the teachers responsible for planning and delivering 
that part of the curriculum. 
 
Subject Person responsible 
English Class teacher 
Mathematics Class teacher 
Science Class teacher 
History Class teacher 
Geography Class teacher 
ICT Specialist ICT teacher 
Music Specialist music teacher 
Art Specialist art teacher 
French as a foreign language FLE language teacher 
French as a mother tongue FLM language teacher 
English as a second language ESL language teacher 
Physical Education Class teacher or specialist instructors 
Drama Specialist drama teacher 
 
 
In mixed year groups, according to the best interests of the class, the range of work may be a composite 
programme. 
 
 
 
If you would like more information on the main subjects’ schemes of work, please go to 
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes3 
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HHHHomeworkomeworkomeworkomework    
 

Homework is an integral part of our curriculum. The nature and amount of homework vary 
according to the age and individual needs of the pupil and activity being undertaken. All Grades are 
encouraged to read for at least 20 minutes each day. The school sets four main aims for its homework 
policy: 

1. to develop the very useful habit of regular unsupervised work; 

2. to extend the amount of time available for study; 

3. to enable the children to follow further interests they have developed in school; 

4. to encourage greater parental awareness of, and involvement in their child’s learning. 

Homework will only be most effective if all concerned understand the pattern and format of all 
activities. A home/school diary is given to record all work set and provide a means of communication 
between school and parents. This should be signed weekly as a record of completion. We are conscious of 
the fact that homework tasks need to be worthwhile and that at this age, children often have many outside 
interests which they and parents are keen for them to follow. We are very keen to get the right balance, 
both in the amount and the type of homework that children are given. 

• Homework: the teacher’s role 
Homework assignments are an extension or reinforcement of activities carried out during class lessons. 
Tasks are set within the student’s ability to enable them to work independently at home. 
 

• Homework: the role of parents at home 
Parents should be supportive and use the homework task as a means of positive involvement in their 
child’s learning and participation in school activities.  
If your child has been unable to do the homework, has not understood the work or spent too much time on 
it, a note of explanation should be written to the teacher involved. 
 

• If your child is absent from school due to sickness 
A parent who wishes to receive homework for his/her child must make a request to the teacher or the 
office. Parents must remember that homework is a consolidation of class activities and it is not always 
possible to set a task immediately. 
 

• If your child is absent from school for other reasons 
Any parent who insists on taking their child away for extra holidays during the term time must accept that 
no homework will be set and that their child may have to make up the work missed upon returning to 
school. 
 

• Extra homework given by the teachers 
The teachers have the right to ask a child to catch up with class work at home if he/she has noticed that 
the child has not worked sufficiently during class time. In that case, the teacher will write a note to the 
parents in the diary stating why the extra work has been given. 
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EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    
 
Aims and purposes of English 

In English our aim is to encourage children to become literate. Literacy unites the important skills of 
reading and writing. It also involves speaking and listening. Good oral work enhances pupils' 
understanding of language in both oral and written forms and of the way language can be used to 
communicate. It is also an important part of the process through which pupils read and compose texts. 

Literate primary pupils should: 

• read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding;  
• be able to orchestrate a full range of reading cues (phonic, graphic, syntactic, contextual) to 

monitor their reading and correct their own mistakes;  
• understand the sound and spelling system and use this to read and spell accurately;  
• have fluent and legible handwriting;  
• have an interest in words and their meanings and a growing vocabulary;  
• know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres in fiction and poetry, and understand 

and be familiar with some of the ways in which narratives are structured through basic literacy 
ideas of setting, character and plot;  

• understand, use and be able to write a range of non-fiction texts;  
• plan, draft, revise and edit their own writing;  
• have a suitable technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their reading and 

writing;  
• be interested in books, read with enjoyment and evaluate and justify their preferences;  
• through reading and writing, develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical 

awareness.  

Each term’s work is focused on a particular range of reading and writing. Reading and writing objectives 
are closely linked throughout, using the texts pupils are reading to provide a structure for their writing. 
 
The four main areas of work covered are: 
 

• Speaking and Listening 
• Word level 
• Sentence level  
• Text level 
 

Each of these incorporates a range of different elements. 
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In Grade 2, we will work on: 
 

Speaking and 
Listening Word Level Sentence Level Text Level 

• Speaking 
• Listening and 
responding 
• Group 
discussion/ 
Interaction   
• Drama 

• Phonological 
awareness, phonics 
and spelling 

• Word recognition, 
graphic knowledge 
and spelling 

• Vocabulary 
extension 

• Handwriting 

• Grammatical 
awareness 

• Sentence 
construction 
and punctuation 

Fiction and Poetry 
• Reading 

Comprehension 
• Writing 

composition 
 

Non – Fiction 
• Reading 

comprehension 
• Writing 

composition 
 

 
 
A summary of the range of text work covered in Grade 2 
 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 
Fiction and Poetry • Stories and a 

variety of poems 
with familiar 
settings. 

• Traditional 
stories; stories 
and poems from 
other cultures 

• Stories and 
poems with 
predictable and 
patterned 
language 

• Poems by 
significant 
children’s poets. 

• Extended stories 
• Stories by 

significant 
children’s 
authors; 

• Different stories 
by the same 
author; texts with 
language play, 
e.g riddles, 
tongue twisters, 
humorous verse 
and stories. 

Non-Fiction • Instructions • Dictionaries, 
glossaries, 
indexes and 
other 
alphabetically 
ordered texts 

• Explanations 

• Information texts 
including non-
chronological 
reports 
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A summary of the specific phonics and spelling work covered in Grade 2: 
 
Term 1 
Practise and reinforce long vowel work from Y1 term 3. 
Discriminate, spell and read the common spelling patterns for the vowel phonemes: ‘oo’ (short) ‘ar’ ‘oy’ 
‘ow’: 
• oo (short): ‘u’ (pull), ‘oo’ (good) 
• ar: ‘ar’ (car) 
• oi: ‘oi’ (boil), ‘oy’ (toy) 
• ow: ‘ow’ (cow), ‘ou’ (sound) 
 
Term 2 
Practise and reinforce work from Y2 term 1 
Discriminate, spell and read the common spelling patterns for the vowel phonemes: ‘air’, ‘or’, ‘er’. 
• air: ‘air’ (fair), ‘are’ (scare), ‘ere’ (there), ‘ear’ (bear, wear) 
• or: ‘or’ (sport), ‘oor’ (floor), ‘aw’ (claw), ‘au’ (caught), ‘ore’ (more, store) 
• er: ‘er’ (her, were), ‘ir’ (bird), ‘ur’ (fur) 
 
Term 3 
Practise and reinforce work from previous terms. 
Discriminate, spell and read the common spelling patterns for the vowel phonemes: ‘ear’, ‘ea’ 
• ear: eg. Fear, hear 
• ea: (bread, head) 
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MathematicsMathematicsMathematicsMathematics    
 

Aims and purposes of Maths 

During key stage 1, pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of mathematics through practical 
activity, exploration and discussion. They learn to count, read, write and order numbers to 100 and 
beyond. They develop a range of mental calculation skills and use these confidently in different settings. 
They learn about shape and space through practical activity which builds on their understanding of their 
immediate environment. They begin to grasp mathematical language, using it to talk about their methods 
and explain their reasoning when solving problems.   

 
In Grade 2 the Key Objectives are as follows: 
 

• Count, read, write and order whole numbers to at least 100; know what each digit represents 
(including 0 as a place holder). 

• Describe and extend simple number sequences (including odd/even numbers, counting on or back 
in ones or tens from any 2-digit number, and so on) 

• Understand that subtraction is the inverse of addition; state the subtraction corresponding to the 
given addition and vice versa. 

• Know by heart all addition and subtraction facts for each number to at least 10. 
• Use knowledge that addition can be done in any order to do mental calculations more efficiently. 
• Understand the operation of multiplication as repeated addition or as describing an array. 
• Know and use halving as the inverse of doubling. 
• Know by heart the facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables. 
• Estimate, measure and compare lengths, masses and capacities, using standard units; suggest 

suitable units and equipment for such measurements. 
• Read a simple scale to the nearest labelled division, including using a ruler to draw and measure 

lines to the nearest cm. 
• Use the mathematical name for common 2-D and 3-D shapes; sort shapes and describe some of 

their features. 
• Use mathematical vocabulary to describe position, direction and movement. 
• Choose and use appropriate operations and efficient calculation strategies to solve problems, 

explaining how the problem was solved. 
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ScienceScienceScienceScience    
 
Aims and purposes of Science 
 
Science teaching should offer opportunities for children to:  

• develop knowledge and understanding of important scientific ideas, processes and skills and 
relate these to everyday experiences;  

• learn about ways of thinking, finding out about and communicating ideas;  
• explore values and attitudes through science.  

In Grade 2, we will select from the following units: 
 

• Health and Growth 
 

Through this unit children learn that animals (including humans) grow and reproduce. They can use ideas 
about feeding and growth to learn about ways we need to look after ourselves to stay healthy. 
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� making and recording observations and simple comparisons  
� presenting information in charts and tables  

Children will also have opportunities to consider ways in which science is relevant to their personal 
health and to relate science to aspects of their everyday life (food, exercise, medicines), and to recognise 
and control hazards and risks to themselves. 

 
• Plants and Animals in their Local Environment 
 

Through this unit children learn about plants and animals in their immediate environment and how 
differences between places very close to each other result in a different range of plants and animals being 
found. They learn that like humans, plants and other animals reproduce.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� turning ideas into questions that can be investigated  
� presenting results  
� drawing conclusions.  

 
• Variation 
 

Through this unit children will become more aware of the huge variety of living things within their local 
environment and of differences between them. They will learn that although individual living things are 
different there are similarities which can help to sort them into groups and that this is helpful.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� making observations, measurements and comparisons  
� presenting findings in drawings and block graphs  
� using results to draw conclusions.  
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• Grouping and Changing Materials 
 

Through this unit children learn to distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made. 
They learn about some of the ways materials can be changed and that heating can cause changes which 
produce materials which are often useful.  
Experimental and investigative work in this unit focuses on:  

� thinking about what is expected to happen  
� making and recording observations and comparisons  
� deciding whether a test is fair.  

Work also offers opportunities for children to relate science to domestic contexts e.g. cooking and to 
recognise hazards and risks to themselves and to control these. 

 

• Forces and Movement 
 

The work in this unit extends children's understanding of how pushes and pulls affect the movement and 
shape of objects.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� thinking about what is expected to happen  
� making measurements  
� recording and presenting results and deciding whether the results support the prediction  
� deciding whether comparisons are fair.  

Children also have opportunities to relate science to the ways in which familiar objects move. 
 
• Using Electricity 
 

This unit introduces children to the concept of electricity and the essential role it plays in everyday life. It 
introduces children to the hazards associated with mains electricity.  
Experimental and investigative work focuses on:  

� thinking about what is expected to happen and whether results support the prediction  
� exploring and testing circuits  
� making observations and explaining what has been found out.  

The unit links children's everyday experiences of electricity to scientific ideas and the importance of 
following instructions to control risks to themselves. 
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HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    
 

Aims and purposes of History 
 
In Key Stage 1, History is about the lives and lifestyles of familiar people in the recent past and about 
famous people and events in the more distant past, including those from British history. 
 
Children:  

• learn about familiar and famous people and about events from the recent and more distant past in 
Britain and elsewhere;  

• look for similarities and differences between life today and in the past and use common words 
associated with the passing of time;  

• talk and write about what happened and why people acted as they did;  
• find out about the past using different sources of information and representations.   

In Grade 2, we will cover the following units: 
 

• Seaside Holidays in the Past 
 

This unit compares seaside holidays in the recent past with those taken a long time ago. Children will 
develop an understanding of chronology and an ability to ask and answer questions about different 
sources of information. The unit could be developed further by visiting a seaside resort and its local 
museum.  
The seaside is also the focus of Unit 4 'Going to the seaside' in the QCA geography scheme of work. We 
have combined the two units. 
 

• Remembrance Day (short unit) 
 

In this unit, children explore an event that has been commemorated annually for nearly 100 years. 
Children investigate the origins of Remembrance Day and how its significance has grown to incorporate 
conflicts up to the present day. 
 

• Florence Nightingale 
 

This unit looks at the life of Florence Nightingale, why she went to Turkey to help soldiers injured in the 
Crimean War and what happened as a result of her work. 
 

• The Great Fire of London 
 

This unit links an important event beyond living memory in British history, the Great Fire of London, 
with a famous person, Samuel Pepys. Children develop their sense of chronology and consider why the 
Great Fire happened; its results; and the different ways it is represented.  
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GeographyGeographyGeographyGeography    
 
Aims and purposes of Geography 
 
In key stage 1, geography is about developing knowledge, skills and understanding relating to children's 
own environment and the people who live there, and developing an awareness of the wider world.  
 
Children:  

• investigate and learn about the physical and human features of their own environment and 
appreciate how their locality is similar to and different from other places;  

• focus on geographical questions like What/Where is it? What is it like? How did it get like this?  
• develop and use geographical enquiry skills, including fieldwork skills, geographical terms, 

making and using maps, and using photographs.  

 
In Grade 2, we will cover the following units 
 

• Going to the seaside 
 

This is a 'medium' unit. The theme of the seaside is set mainly in a geographical context but uses a 
historical perspective to help children understand how seaside places have evolved over time. The 
activities at the end of the unit have a more global emphasis which will be particularly suitable for more 
able children. 
 

• An Island Home 
 

This is a 'short' unit. It shows how a storybook can be used to develop children's understanding of 
geographical features and ideas while at the same time developing their literacy skills. This story is about 
an imaginary Scottish island but any book set in a different place could be used. It also offers 
opportunities for children to express their own views about people, places and environments. 
 

• A Contrasting Locality (Tocuaro, Mexico) 
 

This 'short' unit introduces a distant locality through aspects of life that will be familiar to children such 
as housing, cooking and going to school. The unit is based on a small area; this allows children to 
compare it more easily with their own local area. The unit is based on a pack produced by The 
Geographical Association about the village of Tocuaro in Mexico. 
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ICTICTICTICT    
 
Aims and purposes of ICT 
 
In Information and Communication’s Technology our aim is to prepare pupils to participate in a rapidly 
changing world in which work and other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied and 
developing technology. 

Increased capability in the use of ICT promotes initiative and independent learning, with pupils being 
able to make informed judgements about where to use ICT to best effect, and to consider its implication 
for home and work both now and in the future. 

During Key Stage 1, pupils explore ICT and learn to use it confidently and with purpose to achieve 
specific outcomes. They start to use ICT to develop their ideas and record their creative work. They 
become familiar with hardware and software. 

 
Pupils: 
 

• use ICT tools to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information responsibly,      
creatively and with discrimination. 

• they learn how to employ ICT to enable rapid access to ideas and experiences from a wide range 
of people, communities and cultures. 

 

During the Key Stage, pupils will be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding 
through:  

a. working with a range of information to investigate the different ways it can be presented [for 
example, information about the Sun presented as a poem, picture or sound pattern]  

b. exploring a variety of ICT tools [for example, floor turtle, word processing software, adventure 
game]  

c. talking about the uses of ICT inside and outside school.  
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MusicMusicMusicMusic    
 
Aims and purposes of Music 

During key stage 1 children listen carefully and respond physically to a wide range of different kinds of 
music. They play musical instruments and sing a variety of songs from memory, adding accompaniments 
and creating short compositions with increasing confidence, imagination and control. They explore and 
enjoy the way sounds and silence can create different moods and effects. 
 
In Grade 2, we will cover the following units: 
 

• Repeats and contrasts 
 
to maintain a steady beat, to control the instruments that the children are playing, recognise patterns 
and structures, to control their singing, to talk confidently about music.  

 
• Music for special occasions:  
 
to recognise repeating patterns and phrases, to understand the verse/ refrain structure, to demonstrate 
their appreciation of sad and happy through their performing. 

 
• Animals 
 
to demonstrate their understanding of tempo and timbre, to select and organise sounds to describe 
animals, to understand and use rests and silence in their work. 

 
• The Seasons 
 
to play simple accompaniment, to invent and organise sounds, to express opinions about music. 

 
• Cold countries 
 
to respond to the music with movement or dance, to appraise the music the children hear, perform or 
compose, to experiment imaginatively with sounds. 

 
• Going up and coming down 
 

 to demonstrate recognition of pitch direction, to coordinate movement and singing. 
 

• Transport 
 
to identify different instruments when listening, to play rhythmically.  
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ArtArtArtArt    
 
Aims and purposes of art and design 
 
Art and design offers opportunities to: 

• stimulate children's creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory 
experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world;  

• develop children's understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use 
materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings;  

• explore with children ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers, and 
help them learn about their different roles and about the functions of art, craft and design in their 
own lives and in different times and cultures;  

• help children to learn how to make thoughtful judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions 
and become actively involved in shaping environments.  

Content of art and design at key stage 1 
 
During Key Stage 1, art and design is about developing children's creativity and imagination through 
providing art, craft and design activities that relate to children's own identity and experiences, the natural 
and man made objects and materials with which they are familiar and the locality in which they live.  
 
During the key stage, pupils will be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding 
through:  
 

• Exploring and developing ideas  
Pupils :  

a. record from first-hand observation, experience and imagination and explore ideas. 
b. ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work and develop their ideas. 

• Investigating and making art, craft and design  
Pupils:  

a. investigate the possibilities of a range of materials and processes. 
b. try out tools and techniques and apply these to materials and processes, including drawing. 
c. represent observations, ideas and feelings, and design and make images and artefacts.  

• Evaluating and developing work  
Pupils :  

a. review what they and others have done and say what they think and feel about it. 
b. identify what they might change in their current work or develop in their future work.  

• Knowledge and understanding  
Pupils will be taught about:  

a. visual and tactile elements, including colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form and 
space. 

b. materials and processes used in making art, craft and design.  
c. differences and similarities in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers in different times and 

cultures [for example, sculptors, photographers, architects, textile designers].  
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French as a Foreign LanguageFrench as a Foreign LanguageFrench as a Foreign LanguageFrench as a Foreign Language    
 
Aims and Purposes of a Foreign Language: 
 
Our aim in French at Grade 2 is to offer children the opportunity to: 

 
• become increasingly familiar with the sounds, and written forms of vocabulary and basic 

grammar of a modern foreign language; 
• use their knowledge with growing confidence and competence to understand what they 

hear and read, and to express themselves in speech and in writing; 
• use French as a means of communication within the classroom, and outside school; 
• increase their cultural awareness by learning about French-speaking countries and their 

peoples, and by working with materials from those countries. 
 
The FLE Department would like to develop learner’s interests, aspirations and attitudes by providing a 
breadth of experience in using the foreign language(s) in both spoken and written forms in a variety of 
situations. 
 
Courses are based on the 4 Attainment Targets of the National Curriculum: 
 
 � Listening    � Reading 
 � Speaking    � Writing 
 
 
The main text book for Grade 2 is “Alex et Zoé 1 by CLE international. This is further supplemented by 
other sources which are specifically written around the National Curriculum Framework gathered and 
compiled by the subject teacher.  
 
In Grade 2, the pupils cover new topics but also revise some important units from Grade 1. Those 
important units are indicated by a symbol aside the title. (*) 
 
In Grade 2, we will cover the following units: 
 
 
���� Block A:     ����  Block B:     ���� Block C: 
Presenting myself *     Winter season*    Spring season* 
Feeling/emotions     Likes/dislikes + préférer        Weather * 
Going to school + aller           Winter clothes + mettre    Avoir + être  
Autumn season      Family/friends *                Summer season * 

Animals/vegetation     Nationalities      Food/drinks+ aime, adorer… 
Numbers 0-30 *     Domestic animals     Parts of the body + avoir mal  
Days/months *                           Classroom/school             Shopping/ summer holiday 
Phonetics 
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French as a Mother TongueFrench as a Mother TongueFrench as a Mother TongueFrench as a Mother Tongue    
Français langue maternelleFrançais langue maternelleFrançais langue maternelleFrançais langue maternelle    

 
Grade 2 correspond au CP dans le système français.  
Le cycle des apprentissages fondamentaux (cycle 2) commence à l'école maternelle (grande section) et, à 
ce niveau, lui emprunte sa pédagogie. Il se poursuit dans les deux premières années de l'école élémentaire 
(cours préparatoire-CP et cours élémentaire 1ère année –CE1) à qui revient la tâche délicate de 
transformer une première initiation aux techniques de l'écrit en un apprentissage rigoureux et assuré. 
 
 

Objectifs 
 
Le cycle des apprentissages fondamentaux doit permettre à chaque élève d'apprendre à lire et à écrire le 
français tout en se familiarisant avec quelques aspects majeurs de la culture écrite.  
Le travail a commencé, particulièrement pendant la dernière année de l'école maternelle, par une 
patiente préparation à l'apprentissage de la lecture et de l'écriture : entendre et distinguer les différents 
sons de la langue française (phonèmes), comprendre comment les lettres (graphèmes) les représentent. 
Pour nombre d'enfants, cet apprentissage n'est pas terminé au moment d'accéder à l'école élémentaire. 
C'est en ce sens qu'on ne doit pas considérer le cours préparatoire comme le début d'un nouvel 
enseignement. En fait, il poursuit et complète le travail commencé à l'école maternelle. 
 
 

Programme  
 

• Maîtrise du langage oral : Structurer et augmenter le vocabulaire disponible  
 

À partir de six ans, les enfants deviennent de plus en plus attentifs aux mots nouveaux qu'ils découvrent 
dans les discours d'autrui ou à l'occasion des lectures qu'ils écoutent. Dans cette perspective, les 
discussions sur la compréhension des textes jouent encore un rôle essentiel.  
Il ne s'agit pas de s'engager dans une description formelle du lexique mais de jouer avec lui et de 
développer ainsi le plaisir de la langue. 
 

• Lecture : Deux manières d'identifier les mots  
 

Pour identifier un mot, le lecteur doit relier une information visuelle (le mot écrit) à un savoir déjà acquis 
du fait de l'apprentissage de la parole : l'image acoustique de ce mot (la représentation des phonèmes qui 
le constituent) et sa (ou ses) signification(s). Deux manières de parvenir à ce résultat sont disponibles : la 
voie directe (lecture courante) et la voie indirecte (déchiffrage). L’élève doit apprendre à se servir 
efficacement de l'une et de l'autre. Elles se consolident mutuellement par leur utilisation fréquente et sont 
renforcées par toutes les activités d'écriture. 
Ce travail sera approfondi par le biais de la méthode « Que d’histoires » de Magnard qui propose un 
apprentissage de la lecture à travers le parcours d'œuvres complètes et la découverte de différents types 
d'écrits. 
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• Ecriture : Activités graphiques  
 

À l'école maternelle, l'enfant a appris à maîtriser les gestes essentiels de l'écriture. Qu'il soit droitier ou 
gaucher, il tient normalement son crayon ou son stylo sans crisper la main, il sait placer sa feuille 
sensiblement dans le prolongement de son avant-bras, il maîtrise les principaux tracés et respecte les sens 
de rotation, afin de faciliter la progressive mise en place d'une écriture cursive rapide et lisible. La 
motricité fine qu'il déploie dans l'écriture comme dans le dessin est sous-tendue par une aisance motrice 
plus générale. De nombreux enfants ne sont pas encore parvenus à cette aisance en arrivant à l'école 
élémentaire. Les activités de graphisme restent, à ce niveau aussi, un moyen efficace de développer la 
motricité nécessaire au geste graphique de tous les élèves. 
À l'école élémentaire, il doit se doter d'une écriture cursive (minuscules et majuscules) sûre et lisible. Cet 
apprentissage commencera donc en grade 1 par l’enseignement des minuscules et se poursuivra en grade 
2 avec les majuscules. 

 
 

Problèmes de l'orthographe  
 
L'objectif du cycle des apprentissages fondamentaux est de conduire tous les élèves à une orthographe 
phonétique sûre, à la capacité de marquer l'accord entre le sujet et le verbe dans toutes les situations 
régulières, au contrôle des accords de genre et de nombre dans le groupe nominal (dans la proximité du 
déterminant). La forme orthographique des mots les plus fréquents, mêmes irréguliers, doit être aussi 
acquise (c'est particulièrement le cas des mots outils). 
Les élèves s'initieront à l'écriture autonome de textes dont tous les éléments constitutifs ont été évoqués et 
organisés au préalable. Dans cet effort pour construire des phrases, trouver les mots, gérer leurs relations, 
marquer leur orthographe, se constitue une nouvelle relation au langage. 
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English as a Second languageEnglish as a Second languageEnglish as a Second languageEnglish as a Second language    
 
The ESL programme aims at integrating non-English speaking children step by step into a new language 
and culture so that they can communicate and work effectively in all areas of school life. 
 
Small groups and individual attention, a combination of withdrawal for special attention and mainstream 
support in regular classrooms, a friendly atmosphere and interaction between multi-cultural students all 
contribute to the academic growth of the child. 
 
The skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing are combined into a meaningful total experience. 
 
Listening and speaking are the initial stages of the learning process, reading and writing being the 
expression of these ideas in the more advanced stage. Oral expression is the first experience in the ESL 
classroom but the ultimate goal is to develop written English which is essential for later academic work in 
school. 
 
Basic skills are usually acquired quite quickly, the courtesies and communication necessary for use in the 
classroom. This enables us to use role play, dialogues and plays. 
 
Games, songs and poems all help the children lose their fear of speech, although for the older students 
written work is also extremely important to help them gain the confidence quickly in that area. 
 
It is necessary for the ESL teachers to meet the parents of the children in the ESL groups at an early stage 
of their time in school so as to find out about the background and expectations. 
 
There is no fixed entry or exit to the ESL programme, the main criteria being whether the child can 
function satisfactorily in the mainstream class. If the child is a complete beginner then the need is greater, 
especially for older children, and homework will be given to reinforce work done during lessons. 
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Physical EducationPhysical EducationPhysical EducationPhysical Education    
 
Aims and purposes of PE 

During key stage 1, children build on their natural enthusiasm for movement, using it to explore and 
learn about their world. They start to play and work with other children in pairs and small groups. By 
watching, listening and experimenting with movement and ideas, they develop their skills in movement 
and their coordination, and enjoy expressing and testing themselves in a variety of situations. 

 
PE offers opportunities for children to:  

• become skilful and intelligent performers;  
• acquire and develop skills, performing with increasing physical competence and confidence, in a 

range of physical activities and contexts;  
• learn how to select and apply skills, tactics and compositional ideas to suit activities that need 

different approaches and ways of thinking;  
• develop their ideas in a creative way;  
• set targets for themselves and compete against others, individually and as team members;  
• understand what it takes to persevere, succeed and acknowledge others' success;  
• respond to a variety of challenges in a range of physical contexts and environments;  
• take the initiative, lead activity and focus on improving aspects of their own performance;  
• discover their own aptitudes and preferences for different activities;  
• make informed decisions about the importance of exercise in their lives;  
• develop positive attitudes to participation in physical activity.  

In Key Stage 1, children : 

• find out what they can do as they explore a range of basic skills, actions and ideas, such as 
running, jumping and turning, throwing or kicking a ball and responding to music in dance;  

• learn to practise by repeating what they have done in ways that make it better, such as making 
movements more controlled, effective or expressive;  

• use movement imaginatively to communicate ideas and feelings;  
• watch, copy and describe what they and others have practised, to build their awareness of how to 

improve the way they move and play;  
• recognise that their bodies feel different when they run short or longer distances, move slowly or 

suddenly, and lift heavy objects or float in water;  
• learn to use space safely when they work alone and with others, showing increasing control over 

their movements.  

 

Throughout the year, children will be taught a selection of the above skills through the tennis/team sports, 
swimming and horse riding sessions. 

 

 

 

 



Parent Curriculum Guide                            20 Grade 2  

 

DramaDramaDramaDrama    
 
In our school children are given specific drama lessons by our drama teachers but will also use techniques 
of drama in their own classrooms to explore a range of subjects. Drama is an excellent subject for 
building confidence as children learn to express themselves in different ways either individually, in pairs 
or groups. It’s a tool for exploring stories and situations in more depth as it gives children the chance to 
‘get into character’ and think more deeply about thoughts and actions. They will also play a range of 
drama games to help develop their skills and confidence in drama. 
 
In Grade 2 children will: 
 

� Adopt appropriate roles in small or large groups and consider alternative courses of action. 
 

� Present part of traditional stories, their own stories or work drawn from different parts of the 
curriculum for members of their own class. 

 
� To consider how mood and atmosphere are created in performance. 

 
 

 

At the end of the year, a school play is organised within each key stage. It is an opportunity for each child 
to act out in front of a real audience and to put into practise what they learnt throughout the year. 
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LibraryLibraryLibraryLibrary    
 
The role of our school library is to give students varied positive experience of books, to help create 
confident, enthusiastic readers and to promote the skills necessary for them to become independent life-
long learners as outlined in our school philosophy. Our library is an integral part of the learning 
environment. It is used to support all areas of the curriculum by providing the resources and information 
that both the students and the teacher need. 
Our library is used to teach students how to use, handle and respect books and strives to provide students 
with positive reading experiences and support personal reading for pleasure. 
 
Library skills, information and research skills 
 
During their time in the library, students are: 

• encouraged to develop a love of books and reading 
• taught how to use the library 
• encouraged to use information skills taught in the classroom 

 
Using the library 
 
All children are automatically members of the school library and are given a library pin number. They 
have the possibility to visit the library and borrow books at least once a week. 
 
Book-borrowing possibilities: 
 

• Reception   2 books 
• Grade 1   2 books 
• Grade 2   2 books 
• Grade 3   3 books 
• Grade 4   3 books 
• Grade 5   3 books 
• Grade 6   3 books 
• Grade 7   4 books 
• Grade 8   4 books 

 
All children should use a plastic button-down folder for their library books and return them in the same 
state as they were borrowed. They may borrow books for up to 2 weeks. 
 
Overdue books 
 

• If books are not returned by the date that they are due, they become overdue. 
• Overdue lists are sent out regularly and are displayed in the classroom. 
• If a child’s name is on the list, he/she should return the book(s) without delay. 
• After a reasonable period of time, any outstanding book is regarded as “lost” and patrons are 

requested to pay replacement costs. 
• A student is responsible for books in school as well as at home and “lost in school” is not an 

acceptable justification! 
• Those rules are also available for text books that some children received at the beginning of the 

year, in French language for example.  


