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MARIA'S NOTES :
Welcome to baby Marcus. Here he is with Emilia and Tristen who are a
very proud big sister and brother. He was born on 2nd November weighing
3840 grams and measuring 52 cm. Congratulations!!
The theme of this week's Primary school assembly was 'Freedom'. During the assembly, we learnt about
why we are having a day off school on Thursday, 11th November and how the actions of those involved
in WWI contributes to our freedom today. We found out that although Remembrance Day was originally
a day to think about those who fought during WWI, we now use it as a day to think about anybody who
has been affected by war. We finally watched a short video explaining the significance of poppies which
are often worn around Remembrance Day.
At the end of the assembly, we were very proud to present
the very first bronze merit certificates of the year to some
very deserving students in the primary school.
This half term is traditionally a very busy term, with lots
going on, and here are some important dates for your diaries
(more information will follow):
Finally, we'd just like to say well done to all of the children
for making a big effort to wear their masks again, hopefully
it won't be for long!

IMPORTANT DATES for this term in FS and Primary:
15/12/2021
16/12/2021
17/12/2021
17/12/2021

Early Years & Rec Show at school at 11.00
Grades 1 & 2 show – at school at 9.30
Musical Breakfast at school at 9.15
Winter Holiday begins - half day 12.00/12.45

Early Years exploring shape properties, comparing size, testing their ideas and working as a team while
playing with wood blocks.
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Early Years 2 - Maths Subitising activity.
We dropped chestnuts onto the whiteboard together to start with and discussed what we could see. After
this the children dropped a handful of nuts on their whiteboard and circled what they could see.
Amazing language, great mark making and lots of wonderful “ One’s , Two’s and Three’s” being
discovered. The children are being more and more confident in building their number sense!

In Reception, thank you to Romy and her mummy who came in this morning to talk to about St Martin,
the lantern festival celebrated in Germany. We lit the beautiful lanterns we made yesterday and learnt the
song below. Romy and her mum translated it for us and also taught us some greetings in German! The
children will take their lanterns home today so you can light them at home tomorrow! Dankeshön !

Grade 2 story readers
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Grade 3 have been working on various techniques, painting a wet wash to create a sky with an atmosphere.
Then using opaque paint to create a textured sea. Learning about the Horizon Line in landscapes and
seascapes. And finishing of by adding coastal features to their work in silhouettes.

In Grade 4 we carried out a disgusting eggsperiment in Science, to find out how fluoride can protect our
teeth.
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Grade 5 learning about Cop26 and Climate Change. Sharing what they already know and thinking about
the things we can do to play our part in protecting planet Earth.
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Grade 13 Physics are learning about Magnetic fields and electromotors, so students made their own
ones.

During Secondary lunchtime the rocket, which using water and bottle pressure to fly. We learnt about
pressure, so this experiment was brilliant and exciting for all students around. Where pressure inside the
water bottle pushed out water, so rocket flew very high.
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*************************************************************************************

ISB SECONDARY SCHOOL ** ISB SECONDARY SCHOOL
Secondary Strategy Group
Thank you to the parents who have volunteered to take part in the Secondary Strategy Group (SSG). The
purpose of the group is to provide parents with an opportunity to contribute towards decision making in
Secondary. Discussions will relate to our (already agreed) School Improvement Priorities and in coming
years the SSG will play a role in deciding these priorities for the following year.

Secondary School Strategic Priorities for 2021-22
To improve the quality of learning and teaching, and pastoral care so that every student
fulfils their potential.
To improve communication at all levels.
The parent members will be announced here next week once I have confirmed that all of the initial offer
still stand. The Group will also consist of 3 to 4 teachers, also to be confirmed.
PLEASE NOTE that the role of the SSG is very different to the PTA. The main focus of the PTA is
fundraising for specific student projects, for example playground equipment for both Primary and
Secondary, and in their general support of the school through many varied activities including putting up
the Christmas trees and decorations, and organising the International Day etc. The focus of the SSG is the
school improvement priorities.

Mock Exams
Mock exams will take place between 10-21 January for Grades 11, 12 and 13. The performance of
students in their mock exams this year are particularly important. This is because, should the Summer exams
be cancelled again, examination boards have already announced that they will request evidence (including
the mock exams) and all evidence will be assessed by the exam board to arrive at a final grade.
Quite often our students do not take the mocks too seriously because “they’re not the real thing” however,
this year, the mocks may well be a part of “the real thing” and so we would ask all parents of our older
students to encourage them to plan their revision so that they are well-prepared.

Parent Evenings
Dates of parent -teacher meetings are as follows, the times are 16:00 – 18:00:
Please maintain a 1m distance with teachers and other parents, masks to be worn please, hand sanitiser
available in all rooms.
Grade

12
11
10

Date
16 November
23 November
30 November

Grade
9
8

Date
11 January
18 January

Grade 9 Business Studies Trip
On Monday 15 November Mrs Precious is taking the Grade 9 students into Pau. In Business Studies they
are learning about different kinds of businesses that exist, and ways of classifying business. The trip to Pau
town centre will allow them to do a mapping exercise of the types of businesses that exist there and inspire
them to think about business and social enterprise ideas of their own.
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Well done
Reception children

Remembrance Day

Have a nice week / Très Bonne Semaine
Maria

International School of Béarn – Tel.: 06.12.56.68.67 – E-mail: contact@isbearn.com – Website:www.isbearn.com

International School of Béarn’s News N°8

2021-2022

Page 7

