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MARIA'S NOTES :
We had a just a short assembly this week in which we talked about the different bins that we have around
school. In theplayground we now have a bucket for compost, which the student council will empty each
day onto the compost heap. The gardening club are then going to research how to maintain the compost
heap properly and do this as part of their responsibilities. We were also reminded of which bins we use
for recycling paper and which ones are for plastic. It is incredibly important that, as an Eco-school, we do
our best to recycle.
Interhouse sports have started in the Primary school, and is an opportunity for the children to have fun
whilst earning the all-important house points for their team. On Thursday, the Grade 4, 5 and 6 red team
will take on the yellow team in a football match. Tune in to Team ISB to find out who is victorious!!!
The enrichment workshops have started in the primary school (see last week's notes) and on Tuesday,
some Grade 1 and 2 children had a great time following a recipe in French, in order to bake a delicious
cake together. There are many more workshops to come and we'll be sure to let you know all about them
on Teams.
The first enrichment workshop of the year was done in French with Miss Murielle: all instructions were
given in French and… a delicious could be cooked. Well done!

Recently the Student Council discussed which charity they would like to help using the money raised from
the “Hello Yellow” non uniform day. As you know the main purpose of the day was to raise awareness
and money for mental health issues and the children decided that an issue which has a very negative impact
on mental health is homelessness. They also decided that they really would like to help any local children
who might unfortunately find themselves in this situation. With that in mind we contacted a local
association OGFA (Organisme de Gestion de Foyers Amitié). One of the main functions of this
association is to provide emergency shelter for families who for many reasons may find themselves
without a home. Watch this space for further information about how we have decided to use the money
raised to help OGFA.
We will not be asking for any cash donations to OGFA (as you know every Christmas the ISB
community donates to Du Côté des Femmes). However the association has told us that they are need of
clothing donations. As our Eco School theme this year is “Recycling” the student council thought it would
be a great idea if the families of ISB could donate any good quality, clean clothes that have been grown
out of or may be just not needed. This includes jackets, coats, jumpers, trousers, dresses etc. as well as
underwear, socks and pyjamas. There will be a box outside the front door of the school to drop donations.
To make things easier could you bag the donations and mark clearly on the bag the age and whether they
International School of Béarn’s News N°10
2021-2022
Page 1

are for boys or girls. Thank you in advance for your generosity, the children are so happy to be helping
improve mental health in their community.

IMPORTANT DATES:
22-28/11/21
01/12/21
15/12/2021
16/12/2021
17/12/2021
17/12/2021
05/01/2022
10/01/2022
25/03/2022
12/06/2022

Scholastic Book Club
PTA Christmas Decorations at 9.00
Early Years & Rec Show at school at 11.00
Grades 1 & 2 show – at school at 9.30
Musical Breakfast at school at 9.15
Winter Holiday begins - half day 12.00/12.45
Back to school 8.30
Removal of Christmas Decorations at 9.00am
Teachers Appreciation Day
International Day 13.00-16.00

In our weekly assembly, teachers gave Bronze Certificates for children who have obtained 25 merits.
Well done!!!
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In Early Years we are reading Goldilocks and the
Three Bears .

As a part of our Mathematical journey to help Early
Years children develop their number sense we have
introduced a « Book voting station » and « Self
Registration ».

Every day when Early Years children come in the classroom they can vote for the book they would like
us to read by placing a Unifix cube next to their choice.
We have also introduced a Self-registration using five frames.
On Friday, Max’s Mummy came to Early Years class
to read two books. .The first book took us for a tour
of Trinidad and Tobago’s landmarks, food and
animals and we finished the reading session by Julia
Donaldson’s «Zog the Dragon ». A big Thank you
very much Max’s Mummy!

Early Years are having fun painting with brushes on long sticks
and rolling car tyres and at the same time working out their
upper body strength, shoulder pivot and developing their
coordination and the sense of proprioception. All of these are
very important pre-writing skills which will enable them to be
successful mark makers and writers.
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A big Terima kasih (Thank you) to Brent-Isaiah and his mum and dad
who came in this morning to tell us all about their home country
Indonesia! Reception really enjoyed learning about where their
friend Yesa is from, and all the animals and traditions! Thank you so
much!

Reception have been working hard on this display all together,
showing all that we have learnt so far about night time and nocturnal
animals… great team work Reception!

Reception have been making pictures with simple 2D shapes, naming the shapes and beginning to use
mathematical language like sides and corners to describe them.
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Reception art work, focusing on Dark and Light. Learning how we can explore possible ways to
develop Light and Dark either through painting by mixing colours or through printing.

In science Grade 1 have been learning about
temperature. We have been taking and recording
the temperature outside each morning and
afternoon for a week and have been comparing
them. Today we used thermometers to measure the
temperature of different bowls of water. Just like
real scientists we recorded our results!

In PE Grade 1 continued with their gymnastics. We practised making basic gymnastic shapes.
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Grade 2 : Making penguins for the show

Grade 3 have been finding out all about fractions this week. Finding fractions of a set of objects is quite
tricky…but it seems easier when we work with a friend!

Grade 4 were lucky enough to take part in a live, interactive webinar yesterday called Spaceship Earth,
with the UK Space Fund. We learnt all about satellites and how they can be used to help combat climate
change, how all space junk, or debris, can be cleaned up in space, and we were able to vote on different
questions, like deciding which way to launch a satellite into space! 🤩 I’m the Q&A section of the
webinar, we were lucky enough to have some of our questions answered, and get a shoutout to ISB!
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Grade 5 checked out their STUNNING art work which is linked to their sea coastal trip. Learning how to
build land/seascape by adding key elements like horizon line, background, middle ground and foreground.
Exploring or further developing various painting techniques - a wet wash and also textured opaque
painting. Then finishing of by including a light house which is created in collage.

Grade 6: What a great afternoon of exploring the concept of light! Here are some photos of them
investigating.

Primary students work together with Miss Carole to create this fantastic dsplay: # One Kind Word
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********************************** //// *************************************

In this week's Key Stage 3 assembly, we celebrated kindness. The students nominated people who they
thought deserved to become our own 'Kindness Champion'. The following three students received a
certificate for their consistent acts of kindness: George Grade 7, Libby Grade 8 and Daniel Grade 9.
Let's all make an effort to be kind and recognise kindness in others!
Grade 7 Science lesson:

[

International School of Béarn’s News N°10

2021-2022

Page 8

Grades 7 & 8 have been learning about "How
computers work" by designing algorithms
programming BBC Micro-bits to control a traffic
light
LED
module
using
a
blockbased programming language.

Biology classes have been doing lots of practicals….
Testing for Biological Molecules with Grade 10.

Grade 12, Physics: Moe tried to break an egg in his palm. We
learnt about pressure that is FORCE taken over an area…And then
finally he did it and egg flew all over the place.
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In biology, urine analysis with Grade 13, matching (artificial) urine samples to a list of possible
diseases.

*************************************************************************************

ISB SECONDARY SCHOOL ** ISB SECONDARY SCHOOL
Parent Evenings
The final parent teacher meeting of this term is next Tuesday, 30 November for our Grade 10 students.
The number of parents attending the Grade 11 parent teacher meeting last week was particularly
disappointing. If you are unable to attend a parent evening, please let the relevant Key Stage Coordinator
know; Mr Jackson for Grades 10 and 11 (tom.jackson@isbearn.com) and Mr Pearse for Grades 7, 8 and
9 (james.pearse@isbearn.com).
Dates of remaining parent -teacher meetings are as follows:
Please maintain a 1m distance with teachers and other parents, masks to be worn please, hand sanitiser
will be available in all rooms. Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe.
Grade
Date
10
30 November
9
11 January
8
18 January
There will also be a ‘by invitation’ parent evening for Grades 11 – 13 which will take place in early
February, the date TBC.

Secondary Strategy Group
Our first meeting will be held on 12 January 2022. Minutes of the meeting will be posted on your FireFly
dashboard page, and further details can always be requested from your Key Stage parent members or from
me.
Key Stage 3
Cecile Goffart
Louise Chamberlain
Aurelie Irving

Key Stage 4
Mamke Elias
Tingting Lui

International School of Béarn’s News N°10

Key Stage 5
Lisa Cowe
Marie-Luise Jensen
2021-2022

Page 10

Grade 10 Study Skills
There will be a Study Skills session for Grade 1à students on Tuesday 07 December between 11:15 and
12:45. The session will include some interesting insights into how we actually learn, note taking and
revision strategies. We hope to follow this up with another session later in the year as well as a session
on stress management.

Dates for your Diary
Mock exams start for Grades 11, 12 and 13. Through to 22 January.
The timetable will be available in next week’s update.

For our American families:

Cette photo par Auteur inconnu est soumis à la licence CC BY-SA

Have a nice week / Très Bonne Semaine
Maria

International School of Béarn – Tel.: 06.12.56.68.67 – E-mail: contact@isbearn.com – Website:www.isbearn.com
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