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MARIA'S NOTES :
Congratulations to Miss Elise (Primary Teacher assistant): she had a wonderful
baby girl called Charlotte
Another rocky week in the Primary school is coming to an end.
We’ve once again had several students and teachers testing positive for Covid, but fortunately, our brilliant
team of teachers are pulling together to cover classes and ensure that the children’s learning is disrupted
as little as possible. Mr Hanrahan has been absent this week, but Miss Heather, our fantastic Deputy Head,
has been juggling responsibilities and ensuring that all is running smoothly across the school.
On Monday, despite the stringent protocols,
we were able to receive a visit from the theatre
company Les Trois Chardons. Not all of the
classes that we planned to enjoy this moment
were able to attend, but fortunately, Grades 1
and 2 were treated to a magical performance of
“L’arbre Roux”.
Thanks to Miss Murielle and the French
department for organising this super event.

A reminder to parents, that unfortunately swimming lessons have been cancelled under the protocol, until
at least the end of January. Therefore, children’s sports lessons will return to their normal days. Please
don’t forget that children should come to school in their full sports kits on this day.
Next Thursday 27th January is the first of two Parents’ Evenings in the primary school. If you have signed
up for a meeting, we will be sending you an email next week with the link that you need in order to access
the meeting. If you have not signed up for a meeting, don’t forget that you can meet your children’s
teachers at any time throughout the year, you simply need to send them an email and they will arrange a
time to meet with you. You can contact a teacher by emailing - teachersfirstname.surname@isbearn.com
or via the office – office@isbearn.com
Early Years have been « painting » without a brush! They have used glue and a piece of wool to make
lines, swirls and loops.
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Early Years have been exploring the concepts of weight by playing with bucket balance and making
predictions and comparing what is heavier /lighter.

Early Years went watching birds and making
bird feeders.
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This week Grade 1 and Grade2 had the chance to attend in school, the show "L’arbre roux" proposed by
the company « Les trois chardons »: a show in French.
Last week, the children had workedon, with their French teachers, the story and were delighted to find the
characters they were expecting: the squirrel, the green woodpecker, the weasel, the crow, the bee and the
three little birds. Thanks to their participation, this beautiful tree was not cut by the woodcutter.
Next days, you will find in your child's book bag, a document to order the book and the CD of the story.
You could listen to it, at home and even in the car.
What a great way to listen and learn French and to help a theatre company that really needs it.
Cet après-midi, les élèves de G1 et G2 ont eu la chance d’assister à l’école, au spectacle « L’arbre roux »
proposé par la compagnie des trois chardons: un spectacle en français.
Les enfants avaient travaillé avec leurs professeurs de français sur l’histoire et ont retrouvé avec plaisir
les personnages qu’ils attendaient: l’écureuil, le pic vert, la belette, le corbeau, l’abeille et les petits
oiseaux. Grâce à leur participatio,n ce bel arbre n’a pas été coupé par le bûcheron.
Dès demain, vous trouverez dans le book bag de votre enfant, un bulletin pour obtenir le livre et le CD de
l’histoire. Vous pourrez ainsi l’écouter à volonté à la maison et même dans la voiture. Quelle belle
manière d’écouter et d’apprendre le Français et d’aider une compagnie de théâtre qui en a bien besoin.

Grade 3 enjoyed a frosty sports lesson
perfecting their forehand groundstrokes in
tennis
.
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Grade 5 is learning about the different phases of the moon and why this happens. We watched two videos
(see below) and then had a competition in groups to try and recreate the phases (in the right order) using
Oreos! Which team will be the first???

*******************************************************************************

As is the tradition in the History department, Grade 9 were in open revolt on Wednesday when they
recreated the Russian Revolution. They made signs which demonstrated their understanding of the causes
of the revolution. Georgii made an excellent, impassioned speech!
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Grade 12: during their practical Mock exam about Moment and Upthrust on the different lids.

*************************************************************************************

ISB SECONDARY SCHOOL ** ISB SECONDARY SCHOOL

Online Parent Evenings
Our recent Grade 8 parent evening was a resounding success with both parents (and teachers!) feeling
very impressed with the simplicity and effectiveness of the new online ParentBooking system.

Grade 11 – 13 by Invitation Parent Evening
As a G11 – 13 parent, soon after the mocks, you may be contacted by either one of your son/daughter’s
subject teachers, myself or Mr Jackson (KS4 Coordinator) to request that you book an appointment in our
‘by invitation’ parent evening on Tuesday 01 February.
We will be hoping to see parents (and students) in an online meeting in cases when:
• A mock grade is below a C or 4
• A student's performance is below expectations
• There is a general cause for concern

Graduation and Awards Ceremony 2022
We are pleased to announce that our Graduation Ceremony will be held on the
evening of Wednesday 22 June 2022, and this year the evening will be extended to
include awards for other school years.
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Dates for your Diary
Mock exams are still ongoing as a result of absences due to Covid, however, moving forward, Mr Kirby
is working hard to minimise the impact on missed lessons for the students still sitting exams.
February half-term break starts at 15:40 on Friday 11 February and school reopens 08:45 on Monday 28
February.

Berlin Trip Update
We have secured new dates for the trip which are Wednesday 15th - Sunday 19th June 2022. These are
excellent alternatives; exams will be finished and ahead of the summer holidays, so hopefully it will not
interfere with family holiday. The trip remains exactly the same in terms of the itinerary, however, because
it is 'peak time', the cost has increased by 15 euros.
Whilst we apologise for this small increase, I am in no doubt that the experience will be enriching for our
students. If this causes any problems, or you have any further questions, please contact me at your earliest
convenience on thomas.yeung-pearce@isbearn.com. We will take a lack of reply as acceptance of these
changes and will inform you when the 15 euros is due, in the coming days.
Please also be aware, as explained at the parents information meeting, that changes in date due to Covid
and/ or border closures were a possibility and should your child not be able to attend, we would need to
find another student to take their place in order for you to receive a full refund. Mr Yeung-Pearce,
Humanities Co-ordinator.

And for a second week running … a big thank you!
After another Covid-filled week, a sincere thankyou to our parents for your support and
understanding, to our students for their sensible attitudes and for following the guidelines here in
school, and finally to all of our teachers who have continued to teach to their usual high standards.

Head of Secondary

Have a nice week
Très Bonne Semaine
Maria

International School of Béarn – Tel.: 06.12.56.68.67 – E-mail: contact@isbearn.com – Website:www.isbearn.com

International School of Béarn’s News N°14

2021-2022

Page 6

