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Thursday 5 May 2022

MARIA'S NOTES :
Welcome back to the third and final term of the 2021/2022 academic year! We can't believe how
quickly the year is passing!
:
Message from, Sharon, the PTA President:
The PTA have arranged for the printing of a tea towel with individual drawings of the whole primary
school. The children will be bringing home order forms today. These need to be returned with payment to
Miss Marjorie as soon as possible and no later than next Tuesday when the order will be sent to the printer.
The prices will be 6 euros for one or 5 euros each for two or more.
They make wonderful gifts and memories of ISB. We hope you will enjoy them in years to come.
On Monday, we had our first assembly of the term in the atrium, as the school hall is being used for exams
from now until the end of June.
In the Lower Primary School assembly, we read a story about a brave mouse that had to face his fears
in order to speak to a big, scary looking lion.
We realised that the mouse is a bit like us, facing
the final term of the year, and the lion is like the
challenges that we will have to tackle head on this
term in order to achieve all that we wish to, before
the end of the year.
We thought about things that we might like to
improve before we move to our next class, such as
our listening skills, or our maths knowledge, and
how we might have to work really hard in order to
get better, but that it will be worth it in the end.

In the Upper Primary School assembly, we read a story in which a girl carried out a project on happiness.
In the story, she realised that happiness can be quickly spread by using a simple smile. Mr Hanrahan
explained how he'd been having a roller-coaster of emotions before coming to school on Monday, but as
each smiling student past him at the gate and said hello on the way into school, slowly but surely, any
worry he had had disappeared, and by 9:00, he realised he was just filled with excitement about all of the
things to come over the coming term.
At the end of each assembly, certificates were awarded to Luke in
Reception class, ….
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Rex in Grade 5….

and Julian, Cathy, Elina, Sofia, Valentino and Ike in Grade 6, for continuing to produce lots of excellent
classwork and earning valuable merits! Well done guys!
On Tuesday, Grade 6 were surprised by a last minute visit
from two players from Pau FC - Erwin Koffy and Victor
Lobry.
They spent an hour with the students answering all of
their questions, and at the end, agreed to take part in a
'Cross-Bar Challenge'. This is where you have to kick
the ball from the edge of the 'D' and hit the cross-bar of
the goal.

Quite a few Grade 6 students had a go at hitting the cross-bar, and eventually Cathy and Alejandro were
chosen to compete against the two professional footballers.
Each competitor was to have three shots each and the aim was to hit the cross-bar the most times.
Koffy went first, but missed. He was followed by Lobry, who also missed. Next up was Alejandro, who
hit the cross-bar, looking so confident, he could've done it with his eyes closed. Finally, Cathy took her
first shot but unfortunately, just missed the cross-bar, so the scores were 0-0-1-0.
On their second attempt, both of the professional footballers then hit the cross-bar, but then so did
Alejandro (much to the genuine surprise of the pros!). Cathy made a valiant effort, but instead of hitting
the cross-bar, hit the post. The scores were 1-1-2-0, so Alejandro was still winning.
Koffy then stepped up for his third attempt, but missed! Lobry took a short run-up and just skimmed the
bottom of the cross-bar. Alejandro, must've been feeling the pressure, because for the first time, he
missed! Finally, Cathy hit a cracker, but unfortunately, it whizzed over the top. This meant that it was
the end of the road for Koffy and Cathy, and into the finals for Lobry and Alejandro. The scores were 12-2-0.
It was now a game of 'Sudden Death', whoever missed first would lose!
Lobry went first, hit the cross-bar and danced about in front of Alejandro, trying to psyche him out.
Alejandro remained as cool as a cucumber though and hammered the ball straight off the cross-bar, much
to the delight of his adoring fans (Grade 6). It was at this point that Lobry confided in Mr Hanrahan (and
totally seriously) that he was feeling very nervous.
He took a step back, swung at the ball and once more, hit the target. Alejandro, put the ball on the spot
and Grade 6 started chanting his name.
International School of Béarn’s News N°24

2021-2022

Page 2

He took a short run-up, and shot
the ball...unfortunately, the ball
just went over and Alejandro's
dream was over too! The final
score was 5-4 to Victor Lobry.
The two professional footballers
were amazed that Alejandro had
managed to hit the cross-bar so
many times, and said that they
would come back with a football
shirt for Alejandro as a memento
of this special occasion! They then
signed posters for Grade 6 and
gave us some football tickets to
this Saturday's game, against
Niort.
Alejandro would like to thank Mr Hanrahan for teaching him everything he knows about football
(probably!)
Finally, please don't forget that there is an open evening next Thursday (12th May) in the Primary school

from 1545 - 1715. Children are invited to show their parents their classrooms and some of their work, and
meet some of their teachers in an informal setting.
As mentioned earlier, there are plenty of important dates coming up during this term, and so here are a
few dates for your diaries:

Important dates:
Thursday 12/05

Primary Open Evening

Parents welcome

Wednesday 18/05

Primary Talent Show (Info to follow)

Parents welcome

Wednesday 25/05

Primary Summer Fayre (Info to follow)

Parents welcome

Thursday 26/05
Friday 27/05
Monday 06/06
Sunday 12/06 13:00
Friday 17/06

SCHOOL CLOSED (Ascension)
SCHOOL CLOSED (Pentecost)
International Day

Parents welcome

French Day (Info to follow)
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Tu 21/06-Fri 24/06
Tuesday 21/06

Primary Art Exhibition (Info to follow)
EYFS Sports Day

Parents welcome

Parents welcome

Wednesday 22/06

Grade 1-6 Sports Day

Wednesday 22/06

Graduation Ceremony at the PALAIS BEAUMONT (Info to follow)

Parents welcome

Thursday 23/06
Friday 24/06

Upper Primary End of Year Show (Info to follow)
Theatre in Jurançon L’Atelier du Neez (Info to follow)
Grade 6 Secondary Induction Day 1

Monday 27/12

Grade 6 Secondary Induction Day 2

Tuesday 28/12

End of Year REPORTS

Wednesday 29/6

Parents welcome

Last day of School : finish at 12.00 INTERNATIONAL LUNCH Parents welcome

Early Years enjoying sports games. They have been practising changing directions and adjusting the
speed to avoid others, making actions corresponding to different methods of transport such as flying like
an aeroplane, cycling on a bike etc…

To begin their learning on minibeasts, Reception have been making their own models with plasticine,
looking carefully at plastic models and researching in books… noticing details and textures, colours,
counting legs… they are so good we can’t even tell which ones are the models we already had and which
ones the children made!
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EAL (Miss Carole) After retelling the main parts of the story ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’, Reception
class went to the Primary playground to draw the very hungry caterpillar… Look how long their
caterpillar is! How much food will it need to eat next time?

Grade 1 have been learning how to use spreadsheets to organise
information in computing.
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SECONDARY UPDATE
Our final term is rapidly filling up with some fantastic activities for our KS3 students:
Grade 7: The History department intend to take G7 to Castillo de Loarre in Northern Spain. This will be
announced formally once a coach has been booked, however we hope to run this trip on Friday 3rd June;
the castle is a 3 hours drive so it is likely to be an early start (7:45) and late return (back at around 5:45)
Grade 8: Mr Pearse and Miss Buckler are planning an off-timetable team building afternoon for our Grade
8 students; more details to follow!
Grade 9: The Spanish Department is planning a day trip to Jaca in Spain with the Grade 9 and possibly
the Grade 10 Spanish students. This should be on 20 May but will be confirmed formally once transport
is booked.
Maths/Drama Extravaganza: Mr Vielhescazes is organising a Maths/Drama/Music event in conjunction
with a theatre company. The event is for all of our KS3 students and will be held between 14 – 16 June.
The finale will be a performance by our students. More details to follow soon!

Dates for your Diary
Event

Dates & Time

G11 return for Leavers Breakfast
Public Holiday – school closed
Pentecost
Ascension
G12 return for lessons
Graduation and Prizegiving
End of Summer Term

date TBC
Thurs- Fri 26 and 27 May
Mon 06 June
Mon 13 June
Weds 22 June
12:30 Weds 29 June

Grade 10 End of Year Assessments: Grade 10 will be sitting end of year assessments from 03 June
until 10 June. Students have a copy of the timetable for the assessment week, and the timetable is also on
your FireFly dashboard. The assessment week is to be treated as a normal school week and students must
attend school between 08:45 and 15:40 each day. In between assessments there will be supervised
independent study sessions.
The assessments are generally timetabled when lessons for each subject would take place, and will be
taken in the usual timetabled classrooms. The purpose is to provide the students with experience of more
formal assessments in preparation for the GCSEs in a year’s time, and to give students and teachers a clear
indication of progress in each subject. Summer reports will include the assessment results.
Head of Secondary

Have a nice week / Très Bonne Semaine
Maria
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