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All newsletters are on our website: www.isbearn.com              Nº16 
Thursday 25th January 2024 
 

 
                  MARIA'S NOTES : 
 

- The school photographer will come back on Monday 29th January to take photos of all 
children who arrived recently and all the others who were absent when he came in October. 
Children are requested to wear a perfect uniform. 
If you would like him to take a photo of your child (children), please let us know before 
Monday by sending me an email  

 
In Monday’s Primary school assembly, we were talking about physical activity! Whilst Mr Hanrahan rang 
the chime, we took focused on our breathing, whilst also thinking about how physical activity makes us feel 
– tired, breathless, good, energized, excited, exhausted…etc  
We then thought about how much physical activity we do in a week – this could be an organized sport, playing 
with friends in the playground, or even walking up and down the stairs! It was amazing to hear how many 
different physical activities the children at ISB do! 
We then played “odd one out” and we looked at groups of three pictures and had to suggest which picture 
was the odd one out and why. There were lots of different answers and reasons. What do you think? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The first one was easy, and we talked about these three forms of transport are the ways in which most of us 
trvael to school. Some of us are lucky enough to live close enough to school to cycle, but lots of us aren’t, so 
we tried to think of ways of possibly making a bus or car journey more active. After a novel but questionnable 
suggestion of doing push-ups whilst our mum drove the car, somebody suggested parking a couple of streets 
away from the school, and enjoying a short walk from there. Someone else suggested getting on or off the 
bus a stop or two later than normal… We all agreed that these were two great ideas, if you have time! 

       
The second and third set of pictures got us talking about the importance of keeping our mind healthy, as well 
as our bodies and we again agreed that we really need to find a good balance of exercising our bodies and our 
brains.  
We concluded that this week, we are going to try and make small changes that mean we do even more physical 
activity than normal… 
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Maybe going for a quick walk around the garden when we get home from school, or playing a more active 
game in the playground etc. 
 

Interhouse basketball 
During Monday lunchtime, Miss Suzanne organised a basketball shoot competition between the grade 4-6 
children.  
Each house team had five minutes to score as many baskets as possible, with the winning team receiving a 
trophy for the house-points tracker. It was a hotly contested affair, but Miss Suzanne was pleased to 
announce that it was the yellow team who had won. Fore the second time in two weeks, the yellow house 
captain, Hilson, came to collect the prize – this time in the form of the “Interhouse sports” trophy and a 
trophy for the tracker.   
 

         

           
 

Merit Certificates 
We ended the assembly by awarding merit certificates to those children who had earned their next 25 
merits. It’s so good to see so many students already collecting their silver awards!  
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School Council 
Last Friday, and then again this Tuesday, the new student council met to discuss some very important 
business. On the agenda was organizing the emptying of the paper recycling bins, in the classes; what charity 
work we would like to carry out in the primary school throughout this term – and for who; ideas for 
encouraging less food waste in the primary school; whether or not we could give the non-uniform day at the 
end of this half-term a theme to coincide with “Carnaval”; and whether or not we could have some class pets. 
The school council delivered suggestions collected from students in their classes, and also contributed their 
own ideas. As soon as we have made some concrete decisions, we’ll let you know!  
 

 
Huff and Puff 
The primary school would like to say a big THANK YOU to Liam Kingston and Justin Wesley, two 
secondary Sixth form students, who give up their time every Friday to come and organise and supervise 
fun lunch-time games for the Grade 1, 2 and 3 children. They do this as part of their Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, and it is a highlight of the week for many of our children! Well done boys! 
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Les Trois Chardons 
On February 1st, the Early Years – Grade 2 children will be attending a show at school put on by the company 
"Les trois chardons". The show is called "Patapoum et Célestine”, and is about a clown that has big 
dreams…but will he achieve them? 
 

 

 
 
 
If you wish, there is a book and CD that accompanies the show which you can order for 13 euros (to be 
given to Miss Marjorie). Your children should have received a flyer in their book bags this week.  
 
Important Dates 
Thursday 25th January 1530-1830 – EYFS and Primary school parent/teacher meetings  
                    (by appointment only) 
Monday 29th January 1435 – Grade 4 assembly (Grade 4 parents welcome!) 
Thursday 1st February 1530-1830 – EYFS and Primary school parent/teacher meetings  
                    (by appointment only) 
Wednesday 14th February 09:00 – PTA MEETING (Primary Art room) 
                                             1200 – PTA Bake Sale (cakes provided by grades 3 & 9) 
Friday 16th February – School closes for holidays (after school clubs/Garderie) 
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Early Years  had a go at exploring rhythm, playing claves to a steady beat, varying speed/volume and also 
clapping out syllables in words. 
 

 
This week we have been reading «  How To Hide a Lion » by Helen Stephens.  
Early Years  loved listening to this story and enjoyed hiding a lion puppet in our class, using lots of positional 
language such as ‘in a basket/ under the chair/ behind the piano under the box etc..’ 
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We really enjoyed listening to Eliza’s Mummy reading the story of « Stick Man » Early Years enjoyed the 
story and listened beautifully. Thank you very much Eliza’s Mummy ! 
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Reception have been exploring teen numbers and learning the fundamentals of place value.  
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Reception (and EY2!) have been finding out more about stars and constellations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 1 have been perfecting their aiming skills in PE. We enjoyed 
lots of different games in the beautiful sunshine! 
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In Science, Grade 2 went outside to find materials and discuss their properties. 
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This week, Grade 2 have been doing shopping learning how to give change by finding the difference 
between two numbers. 
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Grade 2 made a cake for Miss Morton’s birthday.  
 

 
 
It’s been a very busy week in Grade 3. We’ve been painting the river Nile, learning about the curse of 
Tutankhamun in guided reading, and multiplying 2 digit numbers by 4 by doubling and doubling again in 
maths.  
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Grade 3 enjoying some time in the library on Wednesday morning.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

In English, Grade 4 have been creating their own fantasy creatures with magical powers to use in a creative 
writing project next week. 
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Here are some wonderful pictures of Grade 5 during Computing class where they worked on spreadsheets 
and mental calculations. Wow they worked so well calculating as a team.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As well they enjoyed their Science lesson 
as they used Oreo cookies to represent the 
different phases of the moon. Afterwards 
they enjoyed eating the moons. I didn’t 
think that was possible. Yummy 
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In Science Grade 6 are investigating how we see. We made sure we were using straight lines, labels and 
arrows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Art this week Grade 6 completed their resist Textile project on the art and technique of Batik. Using 
Hot/Cold colours and blending to make it look more effective. Stunning results, well done! 
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****************************************** 
Photos of Grade 12 and Grade 13 trip to Airbus on Monday. 
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Students were fascinated by the Concorde and the A380. 
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Secondary Update                        26 January 2024                  Ann Byrne 

Food Bank 23 March 
 
Students from G10 – 13 are volunteering (we hope!) to help out with the annual food bank collections: 
 

 
 
Their goal is for 400 young people to collect 30 tonnes of food. 
 Students will be asked to commit to 2 hours during the day (between 9am and 7pm), to hand out bags and 
collect and sort donations from members of the public. They will be accompanied by an adult from ISB at 
all times, but will be required to make their own way to and from the supermarket. 

Dates for your Diary         
 
02 - 03 Feb:  D of E Practice Exploration in Pau (G12) 
09 – 11 Feb: F of E Exploration in Bordeaux (G12) 
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Parent Evenings 2024  
Dates for all parent evenings next year are as follows, all are Tuesdays:  
 

 

   
 
  

Booking sheets have been given out to Grade 8 students. Please email Mr Pearse if you do not have the 
sheet. james.pearse@isbearn.com   

 
                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a nice week 
                                Très Bonne Semaine 

Maria Elias 
 

International School of Béarn – Tel.: 0612566867 – E-mail: contact@isbearn.com –  Website:www.isbearn.com 

Grade 8  30 January  
Grade 7  06 February  
Grade 9 Parents Eve plus Options 
Eve  

26 March  


